[Basal cell carcinomas in radiotherapy-treated port wine stains. An ideal indication for Mohs surgery].
Early treatment of port wine stains with ionizing radiation can lead to the development of often multifocal basal cell carcinomas (BCC) after decades. In most cases it is clinically impossible to distinguish between the tumor and the underlying vascular malformation and to decide where to set surgical margins. We report on a series of three patients with BCC overlying a port wine stain that had previously been treated with radiation therapy in early childhood. In all patients Mohs surgery was performed to insure complete excision of the BCC. In our patients, development of BCC occurred about 20 to 40 years after radiation therapy. Clinically - without the help of Mohs surgery - the borders of the BCC could not have been detected due to the underlying nevi flammei in all cases. BCC overlying a port wine stain previously treated with radiation therapy is a rare but ideal indication for Mohs surgery. In addition we recommend regular clinical follow-ups to detect recurrent or additional BCC as early as possible.